Histopathological lesions of apparently normal skin in leprosy patients.
This study was carried out on 50 patients with different clinical types of leprosy 38 males (76 % and 12 females (24%), ages ranged from 14 -70 years with a mean age +/- SD 49.22 +/- 12.97 years. Mean disease duration was 5.65 years +/- SD = 9.27 selected to study a group of leprosy patients and compare the clinical parameters with histopathological findings and bacteriologic status of the skin to evaluate the relevance of their patients. Patients were subjected to full medical history taking including disease duration, type and duration of previous or current therapies. Complete clinical examination, for the determination of the clinical type of leprosy. Skin slit smear (SSS) and skin biopsies were taken and examined after staining for histopathological assessment and Acid fast bacilli (AFB). SPSS package version (statistical Package for Social Sciences) was used for data analysis. The biopsy of normally looking skin showed classic histopathological features of leprosy in more than half of the cases (26 cases, 52%). The histopathological types of leprosy diagnosed in such cases were as follows: indeterminate leprosy (IL) in 4 cases (15.38%), Tuberculoid leprosy (TL) in 2 cases (7.69%), Borderline tuberculoid (BT) in 4 cases (15.38), Borderline Borderline (BB) i.e Query in 8 cases (30.76%), Borderline Lepromatous (BL) in 7 cases (26.92%) and Lepromatous leprosy (LL) in a patient (3.84%). Other 24 cases showed either no evidence of leprosy in (9 cases, 37.5%), or query findings (in the form of sweat gland changes either alone or in combination with thickened nerves and superficial and deep perivascular lymphohistiocytic infiltrate) in 15 cases (62.5%). Histopathology of skin lesion biopsies showed TL in 3 cases (6%), BT in 8 cases (16%), BB in 8 cases (16%), BL in 14 cases (28%), LL in 12 cases (24%) and leprosy in reaction in 5 cases (10%). In 16 cases (32%), histopathological type of leprosy detected by microscopical examination of biopsies from skin lesions differed from that diagnosed by clinical examination.